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A publication of the Nat Cemetery Association, Nacogdoches Co., Texas 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 

Nat Homecoming 
October 12 - 13, 2002 

 

SCHEDULE 
 

   

 SATURDAY:    
   2-5 p.m.  -  Quilt Show 
 

  SUNDAY:  
   10 a.m.    -   Singing*  
                            James Thomas Kerss, Leader 

 

   12 Noon  -   Lunch  
   

     1 p.m. -   Singing resumes  in the   

                                    Nat Baptist Church sanctuary,  

                                    with the Nat Cemetery Associ- 

                                    ation Business Meeting  
                           in the church's fellowship hall.   
 
 
 
  _________________________ 

     *The Nat Baptist Church is dismissing regular morning  
  services Sunday, Oct. 13. Singing will begin at 10 a.m.  
  in the church sanctuary 
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Nat Cemetery Association Board of Directors, 2002-2002 
 

     President:  Jerry Whitaker 
     Vice President:  Robert Baker 
     Secretary-Treasurer:  Don K. Trawick 
     Orville Bostick 
     Ouida Dean, Newsletter Editor 

     Julia Loy 
 

________________________________________________________ 
 

Credits this issue: 
 

The following note was received in 1994, along with the photograph on the 
facing page, from then 94-year-old Alma Walters: 
 
     "Thank you for the Nat News letter. I have been waiting for  

some address so I could send this picture of the Nat Band when  

my husband was a student there. I hope you will accept it for 

 your museum. 

     "Excuse the writing I'm 94 yrs. Edison has been gone 10 yrs.  

I miss him very much. I'm the former Alma Vawter from Cushing. 

     "That is a mandolin Edison played." 
 

Loweda Hogue donated the photograph of William Henry Bartlett, page 4.  
The picture of the ladies in the quilting rooom at Nat Baptist church was made by 
Debra Cox. The other photographs were taken by Ouida Dean. 
  

Thanks to Susie Evers for work on the 1973 signatories to the Association's  
charter. 
 

Also, Don and Nelda Trawick for "yeoman" duties, Jerry Whitaker for presiding 
at the Board meeting, Robert Baker for working on the publicity for the 
Homecoming, and Orville Bostick for loyal service on the board. 
 

RoseAnn Rideout and the other church and quilting club members for  
collaborating with Homecoming weekend at Nat. The quilts at the church will be 
available for viewing on Sunday as well as Saturday afternoon. 
 

Gayla Sanders, Loweda Hogue, Joan Bostick, Ouida Dean, and Julia Loy 
developed a proposal for ratification of By-Laws for the operation of the building 
donated by Travis B. Whitaker. They provide for a Council, with a Hospitality 
Committee established as a standing committee. 
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POSTCARD:  "Nat H.S. String Band, 1914" 
 

Front Row,  L - R :  Edison Walters, Clarence Goldsberry, Clyde 

Overall, and John Partin.  Back Row, L - R:  Clyde Partin, seated, 

and Obra Colman (teacher). As identified at the 1994 Nat Homecoming. 
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Nat school teacher William Henry Bartlett in 1941.  The building at the 

left housed the school lunch room, later becoming the Quilting House. 

 
"A Community whose life is not irrigated by art and science, 

by  religion and philosophy, day upon day, is a community 

that exists half alive."  -  LEWIS MUMFORD 
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Quilt show 
To be featured during NAT HOMECOMING weekend 

 

 
 

At NAt, Texas:  For a period of years, the building above served as the 

the  "Quilting House" for traditional Nat quilters. A committee is currently docu- 

ment ing the history of this land, now owned by the cemetery association.  Note 

the  proximity of the structure  to the Nat Cemetery at the right of the photograph. 

 
Today, The Nat Quilting Club meets each Thursday at the  Nat Baptist 

Church, located across FM 343 from the Nat Ceme- tery. Club members 
work on two quilts at the time, and share a covered dish meal at noon. 

 
 

 
 

Detail of a quilt by Mrs. Hattie Pitts. 
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From an old quilt box located behind a broken window (above), a cache of 

deteriorating family letters enables voices from the past to be  heard again. 
 

 
 

Quilting room, Nat Baptist Church. Clockwise, L-R: Mrs. Pitts, Vonnie 

Whitaker, Lois Whitaker, Vauline Burk, Doris Dill, & Fannie Whitaker. 

The quilting is nearing completion on this Dutch Doll pattern. 
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Mrs.Pitts. 

Photo, taken at an annual 

Nt Homecoming.  Note: 
supports shifted  in later 

years to a sys tem of saw- 

horses and  clamps. 

 

 

 
You are cordially invited to the 

Nat Quilting Club's 

2002 QUILT SHOW 

OPEN HOUSE & RECEPTION 

From 2 - 5 p.m. 

Saturday, October 12, 2002 

at the 

NAT BAPTIST CHURCH 
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  Below are the initial elements in the by-lws proposal submitted  
to the Nat Cemetery Association Board of Directors at its regular  
annual meeting, August 2002.  
 
                ___________________________________ 
 
 
 

  TRAVIS B. WHITAKER HOUSE COUNCIL BY-LAWS 
   

   By-laws for a governing body to oversee the Travis B. Whitaker building, 

   A property of the Nat Cemetery Association in Nacogdoches County, Texas 

 
 I.  NAME.  The name of this organization shall be The Travis B.   
     Whitaker House Council.  
 

 II.  MISSION.  The TBW House Council has been organized for  
       the purpose of: 
          

A.  Locating, collecting, preserving, and disseminating   
      heritage materials which pertain to the history of the  
      Nat, Texas community:  artifacts, documents/photo- 
      graphs, and  oral and visual recordings of persons  
      with knowledge of the community's past.  
 

B.  Coordinating the use of the TBW House building   
      as a "hospitality house" for such activities as Nat  
      Cemetery Association Board meetings, funerals,  
      Council meetings, and other related activities asso- 
      ciated with the mission of the Council. 
 

C.  Overseeing the physical condition of the building and  
      notifying the Cemetery Board  of conditions needing   
      attention.      
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    The proposal provides for administrative decisions to be governed by 
Robert's Rules of Order. The by-laws provide for the following officers:  
Chair, V-Chair, Secretary, Treasurer, and chairs of two standing 
committees -- Hospitality and Museum committees.  

     A second proposal regarding the Hospitality Committee was also 
approved by the Board in August. Its opening lines read: 

 

          "A proposal for the operation of a 

 HOSPITALITY COMMITTEE  
                   for the Travis B. Whitaker House at Nat, Texas 

   

   I.  The Travis B. Whitaker House Council, under the aegis of the  
       Nat Cemetery Association Board, shall supervise the activities  
       of The TBW House Hospitality Committee. Its mission shall  
       be to recruit persons to serve as  hosts/hostesses whenever the  
       Travis B. Whitaker building will be in use. " 
 
Other language in the document for the Hospitality Committee duties: 
 

"During the period that a committee member is designated  
  as the primary host/hostess, s/he shall be responsible for  
  checking the building bi-weekly and reporting any unsatis- 
  factory conditions to the TBW House Council." 

 

 "The primary host/hostess shall be responsible for opening  
   and closing the building and seeing that hosts/hostesses are  
   on the premises while the building is open."  

 

        "Hospitality Committee members will make coffee a/or  
          provide other refreshments as might be needed for each  
          occasion.  The Committee member will purchase basic  
          supplies as needed and turn in a bill to the TBW House  
          Council for reimbursement." 
 

     In 2003 the TBW House Council, subject to approval at the annual  
2002 Association business meeting, plans to complete  

research for the Texas Historical Marker, conduct a Local and  

Family History Workshop, apply for grants, establish guidelines 

for accepting artifacts, and set up a website on the internet. 
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Perpetual Care status approaches 30th anniversary 
 

     The state of the Nat Cemetery Association in the year 2002 is quite healthy, especially 
considering the fact that the perpetual care trust fund was established in the amount of 
$4,391 in the fall of 1973. However, donations are still needed to ensure that the trust fund 
remains adequate "for the perpetual care, maintenance,  
upkeep, improvement and beautification of said Nat Cemetery" for the long term. 
     The monies deposited into the TRUST FUND itself can never be used, only the interest 
from the fund. Don K. Trawick has carefully invested this fund over the years, and the fund 
has increased respectfully over the years. In addition, he has managed the grounds work 
and provided an annual audit at the yearly Nat Homecoming meeting of the association. 
     The fiscal resources of the association have been dedicated to the physical condition of 
the real property. These expenses have included, in addition to the care of the grounds, the 
chain link fence and the guard lights that were installed following a rash of cemetery 
vandalism in the county. Minor expenses have included some office supplies for the 
Secretary-Treasurer's use, the auditor's fees, a newsletter, and publicity -- for example, the 
new banner announcing the upcoming homecoming.  To date, the History Committee has 
absorbed all its expenses, such as the copying of photographs, xeroxing, envelopes, mailing 
labels, etc. (For some years, it also paid postage for the association's annual newsletter.)  
     The Nat Cemetery Board plans to keep a separate fund for the history/ museum 
operations. Donors may now designate their contributions to either account; however, those 
wishing to support both funds should write separate checks and designate the particular 
fund on each check (see forms enclosed).  
     The new arrangement will free the Secretary-Treasurer from the day to day  operation of 
the activities and events conducted at the Travis B. Whitaker building.  At the same time, 
the arrangement makes it clear that the History Committee [with the proposed name "TBW 
House Council"] will operate under the aegis of, and be wholly accountable to the Board of 
Directors and ultimately to the Association itself.  
     The Association will benefit from the preservation of the community's heritage as well 
as the hospitality oversight provisions and service during funerals and other events related 
to the objectives of the Association.  
     The history /museum component of the Aassociation will benefit by becoming qualified 
to apply for grant monies from heritage foundations, which require entities to be chariable 
ones; and, it will otherwise be able to operate more efficiently. (Please see the article on 

the TBW House Council elsewhere in the newsletter.)  

 
      Excerpts from the 1973 charter, along with its signatories, appear below. (Addresses 

mentioned in it are provided elsewhere in this mailout.) 
 
     "WHEREAS, for many, many years those people with relatives, loved ones, and friends buried 
and interred in this said cemetery have banded themselves together as an informal association of 
interested persons for the purpose of maintaining, supporting, financing, and caring for said 
cemetery, and,  
     "WHEREAS, it is now the wish, intent, and desire of these said interested persons to establish, 
promulgate, charter, and found a formal, legal, binding, and sustaining cemetery association to 
perpetuate, accomplish, and guarantee the continued  operation, upkeep, maintenance, and 
supervision of the said Nat Cemetery to establish and dedicate said cemetery as a "Perpetual Care 
Cemetery" and provide therefore, 
     "NOW THEREFORE,  the following Articles of Association are now hereby 
established, created, ratified, and adopted:   
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ARTICLES OF ASSOCIATION 
OF THE 

NAT CEMETERY ASSOCIATION  
 

     "THIS AGREEMENT, covenant, and contract mutually entered into this _14th__ day of 
_October  1973___ by and between the following undersigned natural persons of the County and 
State and address* set forth opposite their subscribed names,  
     "WITNESSETH, that these said undersigned persons hereby mutually agree, one with the other 
to become members of the Nat Cemetery Association . . . ." 
 

Adams, Eugene  Hamilton, Mr. & Mrs. J.W.  
Adams, Mrs. Eugene   Harber, Gayla McLain  
Baker, Tucker                                     Hardy, Ruby  
Baker, Mrs. Oran  Mattie T.  Hilliard, Mrs. H.B.  
Baker, O.M.     Hilliard, Henry Bruce  
Baker, Mrs. D.H.   Hooks, Mr. & Mrs. Harold 
Baker, A.O.   Judkins, Mrs. Eva  
Barnhart, Inez   Keyser, Marie  
Bates, E.C.   Lester, Odis C.  
Bates, R.D. & Mrs. R.D.   Malone, Mrs. Sam  
Bates, Hettie   Mayfield, Mrs. Gladys 
Bawcom, Mr. & Mrs. G.H.   McLain, M.E.  
Baxter, Mrs. Maggie   McLain, Rachel  
Beavers, Mrs. George   McLain, Merle  
Beavers, Mrs. Fred   Moore, A.B.  
Bobo, Mrs. Doralyce (Loy)   Overall, Ellie  
Bobo, Victor L.   Parmley, Glenda Lee Carlson  
Bradshaw, Mr. & Mrs. Jim   Parmley, Carrie R.  
Bradshaw, J.D. & Gracie Parmley  Parmley, Jimmy W., Pres. 
Burk, Vauline McLain   Partin, F.E.  
Byars, C.A.    Partin, Mrs. F.E.   
Castleberry, Mrs. E.C.   Partin, O.C.  
Cooper, Zillah B.   Partin, J.A.  
Crisp, Mr. & Mrs. J.C.   Partin, George B.  
Gamble, Mrs. Fred C.    Pitts, Mrs. Gerald D.  
Gamble, Fred C.     Pruitt, Fay   
Goldsberry, Jerry   Pruitt, Mr. & Mrs. Albert   
Goldsberry, Buren   Randall, Mr. & Mrs. R.L.  
Sessions, Mrs. Ida Adams   Warren, Lillian  
Sitton, Garth  West, Rev. & Mrs. C.A. 
Sitton, Mr. & Mrs. B.L.   Whitaker, Travis B.  
Spradley, Mrs. Marvin   Whitaker, F.W.  
Stephens, Mr. & Mrs. Hugh   Whitaker, Mrs. F.W.  
Tinnin, Mrs. Roy   Whitaker, Alvin 
Trawick, Mr. & Mrs. G.A.   Whitaker, W.F.  
Trawick, Don K.     Whitaker, Bessie W.  
Trawick, Don K. (Sec.Tres.)   Whitaker, Emmett L.  
Vanover, L. L.   Whitaker, Elray  
Vanover, Mr. & Mrs. Roy L   Whitney, Edna Goldsberry 
Vaught, Mrs. Verdia Mae   
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